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The members of the investigating committee were embar-
rassed by the necessity of defining juridically a crime that
had not been consummated. Was there a clearly revolutionary
intention in the minds of these chatterboxes, and confused
liberals? Where does evolution end and revolution beoin?
The investigation lasted for five months; 232 persons,
defendants and witnesses, were questioned orally and in
writing. Despite Liprandi's repeated accusations, the commis-
sion ended by recognizing the innocence of the accused. In
their resolution of August 31 they stated: "Neither the strict
and sharp surveillance instituted by Liprandi during almost
a year of Petrashevsky's activities, nor the numerous cross-
examinations of the arrested persons . . . have disclosed the
existence of an organized propaganda society."
The Ministry of the Interior demanded a new study of the
case, and this time the investigating committee recognized
the necessity of punishing the members of the conspiracy,
stating that: "The commission holds that the facts which
have been revealed deserve the attention of the government."
On September, 1849, t^e "Petrashevsky case" was placed
before a military court. A special commission composed of
six civilians and six generals studied the responsibility of
twenty-eight young men guilty of crimes against the se-
curity of the state. On November 16, this commission sen-
tenced seven prisoners to deportation and fifteen to be shot;
the remaining six were released. But this did not end the
affair. In violation of all the established judicial rules of pro-
cedure the emperor transferred the case to the Auditoriat
General, which applied martial law. First, they extended the
death sentence to all the accused, and then suggested to the
emperor that he commute this sentence to hard labor. The
final verdict stated: "Dostoevsky . . . for having harbored